
          
 

Dear Commissioner,  
 
RE: Support for the City’s Sustainable Procurement Policy Update and Program 

Council Session: July 25, 2018 
 
Recommendation 
We write in support of the City’s new Sustainable Procurement Policy, which is scheduled to be heard and 
considered for approval by the City Council on July 25, 2018. The new policy is succinct and clearly sets forth 
long-term life-cycle goals for specific sustainable procurement practices. We urge you to vote for the new 
policy. 
 
In particular, we write in support of the pieces of the policy which address conflict minerals. In August 2015 the 
City Council voted unanimously to approve Resolution 37150. Resolution 37150 is succinctly incorporated into 
the new Sustainable Procurement Policy in a way which will allow the City to continue to signal to companies 
the importance of compliance with international guidelines for conflict-free sourcing of minerals. In fact, the 
new policy encourages life-cycle thinking as to how the City does business, and provides an opportunity to hold 
bureau leaders accountable.  
 
Background 
The ongoing conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo (Congo) has resulted in the deaths of more than 5.4 
million people - more than any conflict since World War II. Millions have been displaced, citizens continue to be 
terrorized, and rape is used as a weapon of war. 

Conflict minerals have fueled and continue to help sustain the ongoing conflict. Armed groups have generated 
hundreds of millions of dollars by illegally extracting and smuggling tin, tantalum, tungsten, and gold (3TG). These 
minerals eventually end up in consumer products such as computers and cell phones. Companies have the 
opportunity to contribute to peace in the Congo by making sure that the minerals they use in their products do not 
come from areas controlled by armed groups. But they will not take action unless their consumers require it. 

Portland’s Role 

Consumer activism is essential to ensure that companies and industries as a whole prioritize conflict-free sourcing. 
The City of Portland was the sixth city to pass a conflict mineral free policy, and the first city to implement such a 
policy. City-level legislation is a powerful way to amplify individual consumer activism by institutionalizing the 
demand for conflict-free products. By passing the new Sustainable Procurement Policy, Portland will continue to be 
a leader when it comes to implementing sustainable procurement policies surrounding conflict minerals.  

We ask for your support and your vote for the new Sustainable Procurement Policy.  

Sincerely,  

 


